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Lariy c ""' the morning of S February, Mike Tumbul 1 and I were walking 
down the road from the summit of Phulchowki. At about 0900 hours w« 
noticed a chat hopping about in the road (about 200 meters below the 
sur ! m ” -'-JPer f ica'I ly like a Red- flanked Blue tail <T. cyanur us) "of 
which we had a I ready seen several that morning. There were however 
sever a I plumage d i f ferences from that speices and we concluded the 

bird must be a male Rufous-breasted Bush Robin in f irst winter 
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^-rically similar to a Red-flanked Bluetail but immediately 
sepal a ted by its dull greyish orange underparts,, This colour was 
uniform across the breast, belly and flanks. The undertail coverts 
were white. very striking was the throat patch which was bright 
orange and contrasted with the duller orange underparts. 

I he upper parts also differed from those of a Red-flankecl Bluetail. 
the. whole of the mantle was greyish with a blue tinge, very 
different to the brown coloured upperparts of female/immature 
Red-flanked Bluetail. The nape and head were a similar rr,'|nur„ 
Most striking however was the irri descent blue super c ill-i urn which 
reached to the rear of the ear coverts. The bend of the closed wing 
was also a similar i rridescent blue colour. The rump was a brighter 
blue than the mantle and slightly brighter than the tail. Tail 
si ightly brighter than female R-f. Bluetails. 

I he eye was marked by a white.-eye ring, broadest behind the eye and 
much more obvious than a Red-flanked Bluetail's. 

1 he bi I I and legs were black. 

Ir ' a ' 1ze ik was marginally smaller than a Red-flanked Bluetail hut 
appeared ' rounder ' since it was fluffing out its feathers due to the 
extremely cold weather (w ~10 C) . 

In all other aspects, it resembled a Red-flanked Bluetail - which 
were very common on the Phulchowki 5 we estimated we saw 

approximately 40 individuals during the day, mostly in the morning 
o 1-1 t h e u p p e r s 1 o p e s. 

We returned to the summit of Phulchowki or. 16 February and found the 
bird again about IU Hi meters (vertically) lower down the hill. It 
was unconcerned by our presence and we were able to watch it fnr"a 
Period of do minutes, at distances down to 5 meters as it fed along 
I i'ihj 'll 1 i.'J tii; of’ bf’io road- 


We are both very familiar with Red-flanked Bluetail in Hong Kong 
where it is a regular winter visitor. I have also seer. several 
hundred Bluetai Is during the course of the. last 4 months in Taiwan, 
r ur 11 iar 1 (I - K. Urma); Nepal, Japan and Hong Kong and I have not seen 
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any wh ich r eccemb“Ier| th'is 

While not having seen an illustration of Rufous--be! lied 
in i:-.\ s i in i I ar r- 1 1 urn age we are confident that this incli 
be Iong to no other species. 
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